




The 2009-2010 Budget was 
adopted. This normally occurs in 
the Spring session, but was delayed 
due to the provincial election.

Bill 44 amended election 
financing laws to limit 
political party contributions 
to individuals. Businesses and 
unions are no longer permitted to 
contribute.

Bill 39 established a legal 
basis for a uranium mining 
ban, something that has been 
government policy since 1985 but 
had not been established by law.

Bill 52 requires the Minister 
of Health be accountable 

for decisions around the 
operation of emergency 
rooms.

Bill 64 sets the rules for 
the protection of private 
information of patients in the 
healthcare system.

Bill 38 Condominium Act 
amendments clarify rules 
around the administration of 
condos to improve fairness for 
purchasers.

Bill 47 made changes to 
the Dieticians Act to make 
clear the responsibilities 
of dieticians to protect the 
public interest.

Fall Legislative Session
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The provinces of New Brunswick 
and Quebec have agreed in principle 
to sell NB Power to HydroQuebec. 
A Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) was signed by the two 
premiers on October 29, 2009. An 
important question is, what are the 
possible consequences for Nova 
Scotia?

Several questions have been raised, 
most of which remain unresolved.  
One possible future source of 
electricity in Nova Scotia is to 
import hydro-generated power 
from Newfoundland and Labrador’s 
Lower Churchill Falls project.  Would 
HydroQuebec still be open to that?

If Nova Scotia becomes an exporter 
of electricity (for example, if tidal 

power proves feasible on a large 
scale) would it be possible to export 
this power to the USA through New 
Brunswick?

For five years, customers in New 
Brunswick would have lower 
rates to pay. Will that negatively 
impact Nova Scotia businesses 
that compete with New Brunswick 
businesses?

Newfoundland and Labrador has 
responded by looking at undersea 
cables to bring some of their 
electricity to the USA 
through Nova Scotia. 
Would that help us or be 
problematic in some way?

Hydro Quebec to buy NB Power

Howard on excursion in Tanzania as part of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association Conference.

While in Tanzania Howard met with Ben Turok, South Africa MP, ANC 
Party & Susan Foot, New Zealand MP, Green Party.

Howard in Tanzania at the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association Conference.

Halifax MP Megan Leslie and Halifax Citadel-Sable Island MLA 
Leonard Preyra joined Howard at the Halifax Grammar School’s 
50th Anniversary Dinner.



Adsum House		  429-4443
AIDS Coalition of Nova Scotia	 429-7922
Bryony House       Crisis Line	 422-7650

Inquiries	 423-7183
Canada Employment Centre	 1-800-523-4732
Chebucto Links (Seniors)	 422-3525
Children’s Aid Society.	 477-2777
Community Action on Homelessness	 420-2186
Dalhousie Legal Aid	 423-8105
Dept. Community Services (Intake)	 424-4150
Emergency		  911
HRM Councillors’ Office	 490-4050
Family Service Association of HRM	 420-1980
Halifax Sexual Health Centre	  455-9656

IWK (Emergency)		  470-8050
Kid’s Helpline		  1-890-668-6868
Mainline Needle Exchange	 423-9991
Mayor Peter Kelly		 490-4010
Metro Food Bank		  457-1900
Metro Transit		  490-4000
Metropolitan Housing Authority	 420-6000
NDP Caucus Office	 424-4134
NS Drug Dependency	 424-5920
NS Human Rights Commission	 424-4111
NS Legal Aid		  420-3450
Phoenix House		  422-5583
Poison Control		  428-8161
HRM Police (Incident Reports)	 490-5016

Premier’s Office		  424-6600
QE II Health Sciences (Emerg)	 423-2043
Residential Tenancies	 424-5200
Senior Citizen Directorate	 424-4737
Stepping Stone		  420-0103
SPCA Metro Animal Control	 468-9219
Workers’ Compensation Board	 491-8999
Youth Helpline		  420-TEEN
YWCA		  423-6162

Provincial
Workers Comp.,Income Assistance, Home Care, 
Student Loans, Property Assessment
Howard Epstein	 425-8521

Municipal
Roads, Traffic, Tax Rate, Police and Fire Services, 
Solid Waste removal
District 14 - Jennifer Watts	 497-4748
District 11 - Jerry Blumenthal	 431-7136
District 13 - Sue Uteck	 425-1724

Federal 
Canada Pension, Employment Insurance, 
Citizenship and Immigration, CRTC
MP Megan Leslie	  426-8691

School Board
David Cameron	 429-7754

Important Phone Numbers

MunicipalMatters

About 
Howard Epstein

Howard Epstein has 
been the MLA for 
Halifax Chebucto 
since March of 
1998. Howard 
is a respected 
lawyer, part-time 
law professor 
and well-known 
environmentalist. 
He is a former 
Executive Director 

of the Ecology Action Centre, and was 
on Municipal Council from 1994-96 
representing Ward 4, and from 1996-98 
representing District 14 (Connaught-
Quinpool). Educated at QEH, Dalhousie 
University and Carleton University, he 
teaches Land Use and Land Use Planning 
Law at Dalhousie. He has two children, 
Hannah and Noah. He is a member of 
the Law Amendments Committee and 
the Natural Resources Committee, both 
Standing Committees of the Legislature. 
As a Ministerial Assistant, he has been 
assigned responsibility to deal with all 
matters having to do with housing.

The Legislature met, and was 
in session from September 17 
through November 5, the longest 
Fall session for a decade.

As Ministerial Assistant for 
Housing Issues Howard has 
met with a wide variety of 
organizations such as the 
Salvation Army, the YWCA, 
Supportive Housing for 
Young Mothers, Adsum 
House, Community Action on 
Homelessness and the Affordable 
Housing Coalition.

Howard represented the 
Nova Scotia Legislature at the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association’s annual meeting in 
Tanzania from October 1 to 7.

He met with staff at the Ecology 
Action Centre to discuss energy, 
transportation and forestry issues.

He met with the Council of 
Canadians to discuss trade 
agreements and their implications 
for Nova Scotia.

He met with Heritage Trust of 
Nova Scotia to discuss ways to 
protect built heritage.

He met with staff and board 
members of the North End Health 
Clinic to discuss their services and 
needs.

Howard met with representatives 
of the N.S. Cultural Action 
Network to discuss culture’s role 
in the economy.

Howard with a painting by Chris Lloyd of 
former Prime Minister Joe Clarke. The painting is 

owned by Peter Dykhuis and Jayne Wark.

Join our 
email list!
We send out regular 
email updates on 
issues of concern to 
citizens of Halifax 
Chebucto. To get on 
that list, send your 
email address to:
hepstein@ns. 
aliantzinc.ca

Tax System
HRM has been considering changes to its overall property tax 
system. This would affect both residential and commercial 
taxes.  Public consultations have been held on the residential tax 
proposal. HRM Council is mulling over how to proceed, but has 
not yet reached agreement. It continues to work on the issue.  
More information can be obtained at www.halifax.ca/taxreform

Quinpool Road
After a public consultation over possible design changes for 
Quinpool Road earlier in the year, this project is on hold because 
of cost. Possibilities looked at include greater pedestrian amenity, 
more trees and better urban design.

Bayers Road
The possible widening of Bayers Road as part of its link to 
Highway 102, and as part of transportation corridors across 
the penninsula, remains on Council’s agenda. Residents in the 
surrounding neighbourhood seem to remain quite skeptical.

St. Andrew’s Apartment Building
A proposal for a 16-storey apartment building on the lands 
adjacent to St. Andrew’s Recreation Centre, and facing Bayers 
Road, was turned down by the Penninsula Community Council 
last November.  Subsequently, the proponent revised the 
proposal to be 9-storeys, and this project was approved at the 
June 15th meeting of Community Council.

Sports Facilities
HRM is conducting a Peninsula Community Facilities Review.  
This could affect the Forum and St. Andrew’s Recreation Centre.  
Public consultations are being held.  More information can be 
obtained at halifax.ca.

recentactivities
Since last reporting to you, your MLA has been busy. Here 
are some highlights from his recent activities.


